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Suzuki NZ Production Championship

October 1 2009

Media release: For immediate release to all media

Childs out of Taupo Suzuki Production Round

Top competitor for outright honours in last year’s Suzuki NZ Production Car Championship, Logan Childs, has had to withdraw from the opening round of this year’s championship at Taupo this weekend due to injuries he received recently while riding a quad bike. Initially it was thought that Childs’ injuries were so serious that he would have to withdraw from competing in the entire championship. However, recent specialist examination and xrays have shown the injuries to be not as serious as first thought and Childs is hopeful of driving his Just Trucks Mitsubishi Evo 9 at the second round of the championship at Pukekohe on the weekend of November 7-9. In the meantime, Childs Just Trucks team will strip and rebuild his Evo 9’s engine to make sure it is at its peak performance. 

At least 31 cars will be contesting the 2008-9 Suzuki NZ Production Car Championship, which will be run in three main classes again this year.

In the 4WD class of Mitsubishi Evos and Subaru Impreza WRXs there are ten entries, including last season’s champion, Simon Sceats in his Subaru WRX. However, he will face a strong challenge from the likes of former NZ Grand Prix winner Brady Kennett, long-time racer Grant Aitken, top rally driver Dean Sumner, and top competitor from last season, Scott McKelvie. A late rumour has one of the top Mitsubishi teams working virtually 24 hours a day to prepare one of the new

Mitsubishi Evo 10s for Taupo.

In the 2WD class there are nine strong contenders, headed by the five times New Zealand kart champion Gene Rollinson (23) in the works Mazda 3 MPS which won the class last year, driven by Dale Williams who is racing in the NZV8s this season. He will be challenged by Michael Ninkranz and Michael Mogdill in similar cars along with two Nissans - a 200SX driven by Andrew Fox and a Skyline driven by the quick Mark Joblin. Adding more variety and challenge will be the two Honda Integras of Peter Hills and Wally Richards and the Honda Civic of Steve Taylor and the “interesting” MGZR of Barry Garland.

The third class is for 1600cc 2WD cars but within that class is a special class for Suzuki Swift Sports, racing to win the Suzuki Swift Sport Cup. There are 13 entries in this class which again promises the thrilling close racing of last season. Back to defend his title from this class last season is last year’s Suzuki Swift Sport scholarship winner Cody McMaster (21), still supported by Winger Suzuki. Out to emulate McMaster’s outstanding performance last season will be this season’s Castrol Suzuki Swift Sport scholarship winner 17-year-old top karter Ben Dallas. Suzuki dealers are also supporting two other entries – William Bamber (15 year old brother of Earl and a top karter) by North Island dealers and 17-year-old Graeme Smyth (another top karter) by South Island dealers. Probably the biggest challenge to these three will come from Brock Barrie who was very quick in this class last season and finished second to McMaster. Of interest will be the performance of Katherine Collins from Christchurch.

The Suzuki NZ Production Racing Championship will be run over seven rounds starting with Taupo October 3-5, then Pukekohe (Nov 7-9), Ruapuna Christchurch Nov 28-30, Timaru Jan 9-11, Teretonga (Invercargill) Jan 16-18, Manfeild (Feilding) Feb 27 – Mar 1, and Hampton Downs (Nth Waikato) Mar 20-22.

Two free-to-use images are attached, showing Simon Sceats in his Subaru WRX and Paul Hinton trying hard in the closely fought Suzuki Swift Cup class. Please credit SportProMedia

