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Suzuki NZ Production Championship

October 7  2008

Media release: For immediate release to all media

Kennett shines in Suzuki Production Championship

Former NZ Grand Prix winner, Brady Kennett in his Mitsubishi Evo 9, indicated he will be a real challenge to last year’s Class C Champion, Simon Sceats in his Subaru WRX, when he won two of the three Suzuki Production Championship races at the opening round of the championship series at Taupo last weekend.

Kennett qualified on pole from Scott McKelvie, Zane Coppins and Dean Sumner, all in similar Evo 9s, with Sceats fifth.  Kennett had to work hard for his win in the first race, chased hard all the way by McKelvie and Coppins in a great display of close racing. Then it was back to Sceats, chased hard by Grant Aitken in his Evo 9, then Sumner and back to Kevin Varney and John Rongen who gave the new Mitsubishi Evo 10 its first appearance on the race tracks in New Zealand. The new aggressive-looking car showed its potential and after some assistance in sorting it out for racing by team-mate Kennett, the new car should be much faster at the next round at Pukekohe in November.

Multiple NZ kart champion, Gene Rollinson, again astonished enthusiasts of this class with his giant-killing performance in the Class B winning Mazda3 MPS that Dale Williams drove to victory last season. Rollinson finished sixth overall, just ahead of Sumner, to comfortably win his class from Steve Taylor in his Honda Civic and Michael Modgill in another Mazda3 MPS.

The 2WD 1600cc class was filled with 13 Suzuki Swift Sport Cup cars, with last year’s scholarship and class winner, Cody McMaster, taking the win, chased hard by Dane Fisher and William Bamber, younger brother of Earl.  In close formation behind these three came Brock Barrie, Scott Downes and this year’s Castrol scholarship winner, Ben Dallas.

In the second race on a damp Sunday morning, it was Sceats who showed his wet weather driving skills, getting away to a fast start to grab the lead and then hold off Kennett to the flag. Back in third was Coppins, then Aitken, McKelvie and Sumner.  Unbelievably in these damp conditions, Rollinson turned in another astounding performance in the 2WD, front wheel drive Mazda3, finishing in fourth place overall behind the 4WDs of Sceats, Kennett and Coppins. Modgill was second in this class, eighth overall in the similar Mazda3 just ahead of Taylor’s Civic.  First of the Suzuki Swift Sport Cup cars was again McMaster, chased hard again by Fisher, with Graham Smyth third ahead of Barrie, Marc Spring, Bamber and Dallas.

The third races of the meeting saw the cars start in three separate groups with the Suzukis first in reverse grid formation, then the Class B 2WDs, then the 4WDs. With the track still damp, it was expected the 4WDs  would come through to take the overall honours, but in another display of superb driving, the outright win went to Rollinson, well clear of the first 4WD car, Zane Coppins who headed Kennett, Sceats and McKelvie, then Aitken, Sumner and Rongen. Second in Class B was Taylor ahead of Modgill. McMaster made it three in a row in the Suzuki Swift Sport Cup, finishing sixth overall, well clear of Smyth, Bamber and Joel Thrupp, then Barrie, Spring and Fisher.

Points: 4WD – Kennett 209, Coppins 195, Sceats 189, McKelvie 170, Aitken 152, Sumner 135.

2WD – Rollinson 225, Taylor 194, Modgill 187, Fox (Nissan 200SX) 162, W Richards (Honda Integra) 136, Joblin (Nissan Skyline) 136.

2WD 1600cc – McMaster 225, Fisher 176, Smyth 169, Bamber 165, Barrie 157, Spring 130.

Next round: November 7-9 Pukekohe Park.

Free-to-use images are attached showing class winners Brady Kennett (Mitsubishi Evo 9), Gene Rollinson (Mazda3 MPS) and Cody McMaster (Suzuki Swift Sport Cup). There is also a pic of John Rongen’s new Mitsubishi Evo 10. Please credit SportProMedia.

