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Suzuki NZ Production Championship

January 20 2009

Media release: For immediate release to all media

Two wins for Sceats at Teretonga

Last season’s production champion, Simon Sceats took out two wins at the Teretonga round of the 2008-9 Suzuki Production Championship to get the defence of his title back on track after a couple of difficult rounds.

Sceats qualified fourth, pole being taken by Brady Kennett from Zane Coppins and Scott McKelvie with local Grant Aitken in fifth. Gene Rollinson was quickest in Group B while Graham Smyth again topped the Suzukis ahead of Cody McMaster and Ben Dallas.

However, a check after qualifying showed that both Kennett and McKelvie had over-boosted, the reason being attributed to a sudden drop in atmospheric /barometric pressure at the circuit in the very changeable conditions experienced at the circuit all weekend. The event director was left with no option than to send Kennett to the back of the grid for race one and to exclude McKelvie from the meeting as he already had had his licence endorsed for a similar breach. The exclusion is until January 31.

The first race went to Zane Coppins in his Mitsubishi Evo 9 after a hard-fought race with Sceats, closely followed by Aitken and then Kennett after a good recovery drive. In fifth place and first in class, was Gene Rollinson in the Mazda3 MPS clear of Kevin Varney in his WRX then John Rongen, Michael Mogdill, Andrew Fox and Michael Ninkranz. Then it was back to the first of the very close Suzukis, honours going to Dane Fisher from Brock Barrie, William Bamber, Scott Downes, Cody McMaster and Joel Thrupp. New lap records to McMaster and Rollinson. A nasty accident saw Mark Joblin get involved with Smyth’s Suzuki, the resultant damage to his Skyline putting him out for the rest of the meeting and the Suzuki driver penalised for the incident and receiving some damage which gave him some issues for the rest of the meeting. 

Race two was a brilliant race out front with Sceats battling with Coppins and Kennett, Sceats winning by a bumper. Fourth was Aitken, then back to Rollinson after another top drive, resulting in him breaking his new lap record set in the previous race. Sixth went to Rongen ahead of Fox and Varney, then McMaster leading home the Swifts, chased by Fisher, Barrie, Thrupp, Dallas, Bamber, Smyth and Moore. 

Race three  - a reverse order start for the three classes - was run in wet conditions, allowing Richard Moore to show his skills as he led the field for a couple of laps in his Suzuki.  However, Katherine Collins then had a spectacular accident at the hairpin in her Suzuki which brought out the red flag. Fortunately Collins was not injured – just shaken up (as you do with a Collins!). From the re-start it wasn’t long before Rollinson shot into a lead that looked almost certain to result in a win until he had a huge spin which resulted in Sceats taking the win from a very close Kennett, then back to Coppins, then Modgill happy to take the Class B win thrown away by Rollinson, Aitken, then a recovered Rollinson and Rongen. Moore maintained his lead in the Suzukis, winning from Dallas, Fisher, Barrie  and Bamber. A big crash for Kevin Varney put him out of the race, and McMaster and Marc Spring were given drive-through penalties for last lap ‘desperates’.

Points: Class A: Coppins 955, Kennett 917, Aitken 849, Sceats 759, Rongen 648 McKelvie 619.

Class B: Rollinson 1101, Modgill 838, Taylor 724, Fox 658.

Class C: McMaster 862, Dallas 839, Bamber 824, Smyth 784, Barrie 781, Fisher 760, Thrupp 638.

For further information : Lindsay Dodd Mob: 0274 383-997.

The attached images are free to use but please credit them to SportProMedia. The images depict Simon Skeats (Subaru Impreza WRX) and Dane Fisher (Suzuki Swift) 

