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Suzuki NZ Production Championship

March 3 2009

Media release: For immediate release to all media

Two Production race wins for Kennett

Wet weather greeted everyone at Manfeild for qualifying on Saturday morning, but it did dry up for a couple of hours during the day before the rain returned.

Fastest in qualifying in the wet was local Brady Kennett in his Evo 9 followed by Zane Coppins in his Evo 9 then Scott McKelvie in his Evo and feeling much better after his dose of flu in the South Island rounds. Simon Sceats was fourth in his WRX. Michael Modgill in his Mazda3 MPS was quickest of the Class B 2WD cars ahead of Steve Taylor’s Civic and Gene Rollinson in his Mazda3. Of interest was Michael Richards, son of usual driver Wally, Wally (73) giving Michael the weekend drive as a 50th birthday present! Fastest of the Suzuki Swifts was Cody McMaster ahead of William Bamber and Alan Dunkley, then Richard Moore and Ben Dallas.

The first race saw Kennett quickly open a gap and take an easy win, while behind him was Coppins struggling to hold off a fast closing McKelvie, then back to Sceats. Then it was back to John Rongen in the Evo Ten just holding off Modgill, Rollinson and Taylor. Then it was back to Kevin Varney, then back to the scrapping Suzuki Swifts led home by Bamber, just ahead of McMaster, Moore and Dallas, Dallas dropping back from second place as a front wheel began working loose. Then it was back to a close Brock Barrie and Graeme Smyth.

Race two got off to a sensational start when William Bamber got sideways into the Esses on the first lap and tipped the car over into the gravel. With the soft wet ground, the car was not badly damaged and after a quick check, William was able to start the restart at the back of the field. Out front after the re-start it was McKelvie who got away with Kennett chasing him and despite everything Kennett tried, he took the win from Kennett, then back to Sceats after he managed to pass Rollinson after a moment at Toyota, Rollinson then chasing him to the flag. Fifth was Rongen just ahead of Varney and then Modgill with Taylor third in Class B. Coming through from the rear to take eighth was Coppins, after he started the restart from pitlane due to having to change a puncture after a skirmish with Kennett on the first lap. In the Suzuki Swifts it was again McMaster who did the business holding off Smyth, Dallas who had a fast start, Moore, Barrie and Thrupp with Bamber recovering well to finish seventh in this class after re-starting from pitlane. A spin and some damage for Marc Spring.

For the reverse order race three, it wasn’t long before Rollinson was through the Suzukis and opening a good lead while behind him were Steve Taylor and Modgill in a close race for Class B honours. Then what looked like an unbeatable lead for Rollinson began narrowing as the Mazda’s turbo began failing, then on the last lap failed, letting Modgill overtake him for the race, class and overall win, with Taylor third. Behind them came Kennett to take the 4WD class win from Coppins and Sceats. McKelvie had been making his way through the field with Kennett and Coppins but tangled with Smyth’s Swift at the hairpin, putting McKelvie out of the race. Scott Downes drove his best race of the championship to take his first race win in this class, just heading off Barrie, then Bamber, Moore and McMaster all very close, then Dallas ahead of Dunkley and Thrupp.

Kennett took the round win for his class, Modgill won Class B and McMaster was back on top of the Swift Cup cars. Focus at the final round at Pukekohe will be on the Class C cars where Kennett and Coppins are equal on points.

Points: Class A – McMaster 1053, Bamber 1004, Dallas 971, Barrie 951, Smyth 924, Thrupp 762.

Class B – Rollinson 1310, Modgill 1055, Taylor 904, Fox 815, Garland 740.

Class C: Kennett 1134, Coppins 1134, Sceats 933, Aitken 849, Rongen 805, McKelvie 754.

Next and final round: March 14-15 Pukekohe Park. 

Attached are three free-to-use images depicting Brady Kennett (6), Scott Downes (82) and William Bamber climbing out of his upturned Suzuki Swift. Please credit SportProMedia.

For further  information:  Lindsay Dodd  Mob: 0274 383 997.

